Sermon – Acts 7 v23-53 – Personal / Group Study and Reflection
Unfortunately … but fortunately  
Acts 7 v23-53 (English Standard Version)

23 “When he was forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his brothers, the children of Israel. 24 And seeing one of them being wronged, he defended the oppressed man and avenged him by striking down the Egyptian. 25 He supposed that his brothers would understand that God was giving them salvation by his hand, but they did not understand. 26 And on the following day he appeared to them as they were quarrelling and tried to reconcile them, saying, ‘Men, you are brothers. Why do you wrong each other?’ 27 But the man who was wronging his neighbour thrust him aside, saying, ‘Who made you a ruler and a judge over us? 28 Do you want to kill me as you killed the Egyptian yesterday?’ 29 At this retort Moses fled and became an exile in the land of Midian, where he became the father of two sons.
30 “Now when forty years had passed, an angel appeared to him in the wilderness of Mount Sinai, in a flame of fire in a bush. 31 When Moses saw it, he was amazed at the sight, and as he drew near to look, there came the voice of the Lord: 32 ‘I am the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham and of Isaac and of Jacob.’ And Moses trembled and did not dare to look. 33 Then the Lord said to him, ‘Take off the sandals from your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy ground. 34 I have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt, and have heard their groaning, and I have come down to deliver them. And now come, I will send you to Egypt.’
35 “This Moses, whom they rejected, saying, ‘Who made you a ruler and a judge?’—this man God sent as both ruler and redeemer by the hand of the angel who appeared to him in the bush. 36 This man led them out, performing wonders and signs in Egypt and at the Red Sea and in the wilderness for forty years. 37 This is the Moses who said to the Israelites, ‘God will raise up for you a prophet like me from your brothers.’ 38 This is the one who was in the congregation in the wilderness with the angel who spoke to him at Mount Sinai, and with our fathers. He received living oracles to give to us. 39 Our fathers refused to obey him, but thrust him aside, and in their hearts, they turned to Egypt, 40 saying to Aaron, ‘Make for us gods who will go before us. As for this Moses who led us out from the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.’ 41 And they made a calf in those days, and offered a sacrifice to the idol and were rejoicing in the works of their hands. 42 But God turned away and gave them over to worship the host of heaven, as it is written in the book of the prophets:
“‘Did you bring to me slain beasts and sacrifices, during the forty years in the wilderness, O house of Israel? 43 You took up the tent of Moloch and the star of your god Rephan, the images that you made to worship; and I will send you into exile beyond Babylon.’
44 “Our fathers had the tent of witness in the wilderness, just as he who spoke to Moses directed him to make it, according to the pattern that he had seen. 45 Our fathers in turn brought it in with Joshua when they dispossessed the nations that God drove out before our fathers. So it was until the days of David, 46 who found favour in the sight of God and asked to find a dwelling place for the God of Jacob. 47 But it was Solomon who built a house for him. 48 Yet the Most High does not dwell in houses made by hands, as the prophet says,
49 “‘Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool. What kind of house will you build for me, says the Lord, or what is the place of my rest? 50 Did not my hand make all these things?’
51 “You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. 52 Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, 53 you who received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.”

The following questions relate to the 8.30 and 10.30 services on Sunday 1st November 2026 (available on the church website).
Feel free to pick and choose questions / sub-questions as appropriate for your group’s interest, preferred study style and time available. They are simply there to facilitate good discussion / reflection. Do NOT feel you need to go through them all.

(1) Icebreaker. 
(a) Consider if there are times in your life where you have rebelled against God? What was the impact and how did you draw back to God (if you have!)?

(2) Understanding the context (v23-53). Stephen is falsely accused (chapter 6) of blasphemy against the Law, Temple, God’s prophet, Moses. To defend himself, Stephen selectively and skilfully presents a panoramic view of great swathes of the history of the Jewish people.    
(a) What is Stephen’s aim in retelling Jewish history in this way as his primary defence argument?

(3) Giving up on … or … fleeing from God (v23-29). Moses flees to Midian after he is exposed for killing an Egyptian even though he thought he was helping God’s people. He languishes there for 40 years, possibly thinking he’s failed and God has given up on him. But God of course hadn’t. 
(a) Are there times when you’ve felt that you’ve failed God and that he couldn’t possibly have much use for you? How did you respond?
(b) How has God continued to use you, despite what you may have thought? 

(4) Missing hearing God … or … not looking for God (v30-36). God goes to extraordinary lengths to get Moses’ attention through the burning bush incident. And Mose then pays attention.
(a) We can get into mindset of not expecting God to speak to us, or think he seems to speak to others but not me, or try and tune God out in case we may not want to hear what He has to say. Do any of these apply? And how do you try and stay attuned to God in your life?
(b) Have you had any burning bush type moments? Did you take notice? Might there be a burning bush around you now and which you are not paying attention to?
 
(5) Going our own way (v37-43). Stephen juxtaposes how at the very same time Moses was receiving the Ten Commandments, the people built and then worshipped the Golden Calf.  And then later, God let the people go their own way in their rebellion for a while and suffer the consequences with exile. But he did not desert them indefinitely.
(a) To what extent have you gone your way in terms of how you live and rebelled against God’s ways and / or hedged your bets by also embracing worldly culture and false hopes. Have there been consequences?
(b) Equally, where have you consciously sought to follow God’s guidance on how we should live and not embrace the culture around you and / or turned away from such things. What impact has this had for you and others (e.g. in terms of sharing Christ)? 

(6) Trying to box God in (v44-50). Finally, Stephen launches a blistering attack on what the Temple had become under the religious establishment’s control. It was a travesty of what it should have been. This probably sealed his fate!   
(a) A key part of Stephen’s charge is that they were trying to contain and control God. Are there ways in which you try and contain God / compartmentalise him / keep him out of some areas of your life / possibly miss out on the blessing He might have for us / resist the Holy Spirit.
(b) God is not restricted to buildings (i.e. churches). What does that mean for how we see our church building at Christ Church in these times?
