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Matthew 24 v15-35 — 14 September 2025
(A) THE PASSAGE
15 “So when you see the abomination of desolation spoken of by the prophet Daniel,
standing in the holy place (let the reader understand), 16 then let those who are in Judea
flee to the mountains. 17 Let the one who is on the housetop not go down to take what is in
his house, 18 and let the one who is in the field not turn back to take his cloak. 19 And alas
for women who are pregnant and for those who are nursing infants in those days! 20 Pray
that your flight may not be in winter or on a Sabbath. 21 For then there will be great
tribulation, such as has not been from the beginning of the world until now, no, and never
will be. 22 And if those days had not been cut short, no human being would be saved. But
for the sake of the elect those days will be cut short. 23 Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look,
here is the Christ!’ or ‘There he is!’ do not believe it. 24 For false christs and false prophets
will arise and perform great signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even the
elect. 25 See, | have told you beforehand. 26 So, if they say to you, ‘Look, he is in the
wilderness’, do not go out. If they say, ‘Look, he is in the inner rooms’, do not believe it. 27
For as the lightning comes from the east and shines as far as the west, so will be the
coming of the Son of Man. 28 Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures will gather.
29 “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon
will not give its light, and the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will
be shaken. 30 Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the tribes
of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven
with power and great glory. 31 And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and
they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.
32 “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out
its leaves, you know that summer is near. 33 So also, when you see all these things, you
know that he is near, at the very gates. 34 Truly, | say to you, this generation will not pass
away until all these things take place. 35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words
will not pass away.

(B) QUESTIONS
Matthew 24 v15-35 — 14 September 2025

LIVING TODAY IN THE LIGHT OF THE RETURN OF CHRIST

Ice breaker: do you remember anxiously waiting the return of a loved one who perhaps had
been away from home for a long time or in a dangerous place?

1. DO NOT STAY IN DANGER! — HIDE IN CHRIST

15 “So when you see the abomination of desolation spoken of by the prophet Daniel,
standing in the holy place (let the reader understand), 16 then let those who are in Judea
flee to the mountains. 17 Let the one who is on the housetop not go down to take what is in
his house, 18 and let the one who is in the field not turn back to take his cloak. 19 And alas
for women who are pregnant and for those who are nursing infants in those days! 20 Pray
that your flight may not be in winter or on a Sabbath. 21 For then there will be great
tribulation, such as has not been from the beginning of the world until now, no, and never
will be. 22 And if those days had not been cut short, no human being would be saved. But
for the sake of the elect those days will be cut short.
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Q1: What things place us in spiritual danger?

Q2: How do we actually hide in Christ?

2. DO NOT RUN AFTER FALSE GODS! — FOLLOW CHRIST

23 Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There he is!” do not believe it.
24 For false christs and false prophets will arise and perform great signs and wonders, so
as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect. 25 See, | have told you beforehand. 26 So, if
they say to you, ‘Look, he is in the wilderness’, do not go out. If they say, ‘Look, he is in the
inner rooms’, do not believe it. 27 For as the lightning comes from the east and shines as
far as the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 28 Wherever the corpse is, there
the vultures will gather.

Q3: To what extent does the power of celebrity act as a false god?
Q4: Christ was a “celebrity” in his day. What marked him out as different?

3. DO NOT BE SHAKEN - BE STRONG IN CHRIST

29 “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon
will not give its light, and the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will
be shaken. 30 Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the tribes
of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven
with power and great glory. 31 And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and
they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.

32 “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out
its leaves, you know that summer is near. 33 So also, when you see all these things, you
know that he is near, at the very gates. 34 Truly, | say to you, this generation will not pass
away until all these things take place. 35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words
will not pass away.

Q5: What things shake our faith?
Q6: How can we be strong in Christ?

PRAYER
Loving Lord, thank you that you are not caught unaware by the unexpected things of this
dark world, and that in scripture, you have warned me and prepared me.

May your Holy Spirit enter me now in a new and living way, turning the warnings of this
passage into power for living.

Help me not to stay in danger but hide in Christ.

Help me not turn after false Gods, but follow Christ

And help me not be shaken but be strong in Christ

So that | might live today not in the darkness despair, but in the light of Christ’s return.

In the power of the Holy Spirit and for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, Amen.



